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Extreme Poverty

Subsistence

Meet Ate Nhing… 

She’s a mother of five, and a scavenger for 14 
years. 
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She also made these rugs out of scrap 
fabric  

And with no direct access to cloth supply and the 
market, they relied on a series of middlemen and 
thus, only earned 10-16 pesos a day 
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And there were many artisans just like her (mostly 
mothers) 
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And without or little (insufficient) identification 
cards, birth certificates, bank accounts, 
connections, education 

They find it difficult to lift themselves and their 
families out of poverty
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But we thought they are amazing.
Resilient, creative, persevering, passionate, 
compassionate. 
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So we became their business partners (as for us, the long-
term and sustainable solution is the best solution)

And together, we started transforming lives (theirs and our own) 
through transforming… 

THIS TO THIS
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And we created more beautiful things together
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The bags are covetable as 
pieces in their own right; 
however, I think our customer 
is increasingly interested in 
the origins and process 
behind the items they buy. I 
love that every piece from 
R2R has a label inside with 
the name of the person who 
made the bag.

- Olivia Fortune, 
Anthropologie EU 

The world noticed these beautiful, 
meaningful things, and the stories behind 
them.



11

We have 
amazing 
advocates
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And fantastic partners 
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In 7 years, we have trained 900 artisans, 
partnered with 5 top designers, sell through 

80 outlets from all over the world. 



And today, this is Ate Nhing, our Workshop 
Supervisor who leads a team of 30 in-house artisans 
– an inspiring story, one of many  

“Do not lose hope. Do not stop. Do not be afraid to try. Do not give up—giving up 
won’t take you anywhere. You will get stuck. Get out of your comfort zone, and be 
part of the world” – Nhing Estabillo 
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This is why today, we are considered one of the 
most advanced artisan livelihood-driven social 
enterprises in the world! 
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